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SUSTAINABLE TOURISM GRANT SCHEME 

TOPS THE LEADER BOARD
Sustainable tourism projects in rural Forth Valley and parts of West Dunbartonshire are set to benefit from a £150,000 cash boost thanks to an innovative grant scheme designed by Stirling Enterprise. This is one of the largest awards made by Forth Valley and Lomond LEADER, reflecting the potential for the scheme to deliver LEADER aims.
A 1-year pilot initiative aimed at new and expanding sustainable tourism projects and with grant giving powers has won the approval of the Forth Valley and Lomond LEADER programme in its latest (April) funding round.

Stirling Enterprise (STEP), who developed the innovative new rural grant scheme, will take responsibility for assisting businesses and social enterprises in the application stage. When the scheme launches on 2nd June 2011, businesses with sustainable tourism ambitions will be able to apply for a grant of up to £10,000 (or 50% of costs, whichever is bigger) for projects which show community benefit and support.
There will be four funding panels held in the scheme’s 12-month duration, with the LEADER Local Action Group (LAG) having the final say on whether short-listed projects receive grant support.  

Sandy Slater, STEP Rural Business Adviser, welcomed the news and commented:  “STEP is delighted to have secured the approval of Forth Valley and Lomond LEADER  and the funds to introduce, what we feel, will be a very worthwhile scheme.  We recognised early on that it would not be an easy decision for the LAG to take.  Our rural businesses are not traditionally thought to be drivers of community or environmental benefit. The motivating factor was to challenge that belief and to explore the capacity for our rural tourism businesses to embrace set social and environmental outcomes in tandem with economic objectives. Our view is that our small tourism businesses are an integral and essential part of the fabric of community life”

When devising the grant scheme, STEP was conscious of the need to keep the application steps as user-friendly and straightforward as possible.  Sandy continued:  “We want to bring to the fore adviser input and timely decision making to provide support specifically for small businesses in the tourism sector.  Our message to local tourism businesses with potential projects in the pipeline is to come forward and speak to us at the earliest opportunity, discuss your plans with us and let us guide you as to whether the project is a good fit with this scheme.”
Anne Michelle Ketteridge, Forth Valley & Lomond LEADER Programme Manager commented:  “    Current thinking on sustainability acknowledges that a thriving community is an integral part of a good quality tourist destination. We believe that the combination of these LEADER funds, STEP’s enterprise expertise and local business enthusiasm, will combine to make a step change in the sustainable character of the tourism product across rural Clacks, rural Stirling, rural Falkirk and the part of West Dunbartonshire within the National Park. “  
Ends.

A quick guide to how it will work:
How it works:

Paper-based application form.  Advisor support to complete if necessary. 
 4 funding panels in the year.  A Business Plan will also be required.

Key requirement:
A project must be able to demonstrate and achieve social and / or environmental benefits to fulfil grant scheme’s sustainability objective. The project must be able to demonstrate community support.

Eligibility:

Open to small rural tourism businesses in the Forth Valley & Lomond LEADER area (includes part of Dunbartonshire). Must have 10 employees or less.
What can be funded: 

Funds start-up and expanding sustainable tourism projects. 
Eligible items include feasibility studies, capital expenditure, machinery, equipment etc.

What’s not supported:

Any expenditure already committed prior to a decision being made by the Leader LAG.

Accommodation and self-catering projects are ineligible. The scheme cannot support  staffing costs.
How grant is paid out:

Subject to grant award letter. After completion of the project and on submission of proof of expenditure.
How do I find out more?

Contact Sandy Slater, Rural Business Adviser, Stirling Enterprise on 
Tel: 01786 463416 or Email: sslater@stirling-enterprise.co.uk 

